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Anglo-Irish Accord 


helped to start the current round of discussions bet- 
ween the British and Irish governments. One can only 
assume that he simply regards the agreement as one 
more front on which to undermine the failing electoral 
prospects of Dr Fitzgerald’s coalition government, 
heavily under attack for the failure of its economic 
policies. 


HE AGREEMENT Offers a challenge to the Churches 

and will put the ecumenical dialogue to the test. 
In particular, it could act as a stimulant to the unsung 
Protestant clergy who preach moderation and might 
be expected to want to give a chance to the limited 
form of cooperation now proposed for the two parts 
of Ireland. To make declarations to this effect would 
demand considerable courage and the risk of incurr- 
ing unpopularity among the Protestant congregations, 
but the Catholic clergy have to face a comparable risk 
in taking a public stand against the IRA. 

When earlier this year Cardinal O’Fiaich drew 
attention to the fact that Unionists tend to be more 
hostile to Catholicism as such than nationalists are to 
Protestantism, there were howls of protest from some 
Protestant churchmen. The Cardinal’s remarks, 
however, are not without substance. A certain burden 
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of proof does lie upon Protestant leaders to show that 
they do not regard Roman Catholicism as essentially 
evil and the Pope as Anti-Christ, and one excellent way 
of cultivating the spirit of reconciliation would be for 
Catholic and Protestant leaders alike to urge their 
flocks to give this agreement a chance to work and not 
to reject it out of hand. 

From the Protestant point of view, such a response 
would be a first step towards the concept of a pluralist 
society on both sides of the border. It is equally im- 
portant for the Catholic Church in Ireland to indicate 
to the Irish government that it has no objection to such 
reforms as may be necessary to make the Republic of 
Ireland less of a theocracy. The Anglo-Irish Agreement 
may well be the stimulus for an entire re-think at all 
levels of Irish society in both the secular and the 
ecclesiastical spheres. 

None of this amounts to much more than a tentative _ 
beginning, and it will bear fruit only if Mrs Thatcher 
does what Harold Wilson failed to do in 1974 and 
resolutely resists Unionist pressures which may reflect 
the wishes of the rank-and-file a good deal less than 
they seem to. Unionists do not want to be left out in 
the cold politically. Equally, however, at a time when 
Unionists are feeling isolated, it is vitally important 
for Catholics to respond at once to Bishop Cahal 
Daly’s call, to reassure their Protestant fellow 
countrymen, and extend to them the hand of friend- 
ship at every level. 

OLIVER P. RAFFERTY, S.J. 
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